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MONDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Campus climate study shows overall satisfaction
Nearly 90 percent of Grand Valley students
and 76 percent of faculty and staff members
said they are comfortable with the overall
climate in their classes and workplaces,
according to results of a campus climate study.

the university is on track regarding
its inclusion implementation
plan. Arnold co-chaired the
survey committee with Neal
Rogness, professor of statistics.

Sue Rankin, of Rankin and Associates,
presented findings of the myGVSU Survey
September 29 during a meeting in the Kirkhof
Center.

“It’s good to have this hard
data that affirms what we
knew anecdotally,” Arnold said.
“Affirming it with statistics gives
us the confirmation that we’re
moving in the right direction.”

The myGVSU Survey was an anonymous,
online survey conducted for two weeks in
February. Nearly 30 percent of the campus
community, or 7,571 people, responded.
Rankin said while the vast majority of survey
respondents said they were satisfied with their
jobs or college life at Grand Valley, some groups
(people of color, women and LGBQ) reported
they felt less comfortable on campus with
some aspects.
LGBQ was used throughout the report, Rankin
said, considering the small sample size of
transgender respondents. An executive
summary of Rankin’s report is online at
www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu.
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion
and Equity, said, overall, the report indicates

Nearly 90 percent of respondents
reported they felt Grand Valley was
committed to diversity. That
number is up from 60 percent
in 2005, the last time the university
community participated in a
climate study.
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Sue Rankin, of Rankin and Associates, discusses findings from the
campus climate survey in the Kirkhof Center September 29. An
executive summary of survey data is online at www.gvsu.edu/mygvsu.

Arnold said follow-up meetings
will be arranged to develop an
action plan based on the survey
findings. People interested in serving on
this subcommittee of the Inclusion and Equity
Advisory Board, should submit their contact
information to Jessie Holland at
hollajes@gvsu.edu.
Rogness said the survey findings give the

university what it needs to continue to move
ahead with diversity initiatives. The myGVSU
Survey is the fourth campus climate study.
Many positive changes have occurred at
Grand Valley since the university started
conducting such studies. These changes include
establishing the Inclusion and Equity Division,
Team Against Bias and LGBT Resource Center.

Across Campus
KCON teams with city
parks and recreation
In an effort to help reduce childhood obesity,
the Kirkhof College of Nursing has teamed
with Grand Rapids Parks and Recreation
to integrate healthy eating and exercise for
kids involved in after-school programs.
The program is called CATCH, Coordinated
Approach to Child Health. City leaders
approved it September 13, allowing
CATCH to be implemented in 20 Grand
Rapids school buildings and parks that
operate after-school programs.
Marilyn Vander Werf, assistant professor of
nursing, said this initiative stems from the
Project Fit initiative implemented by Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Michigan

State University. In 2010, MSU’s College of
Human Medicine approached KCON faculty
members to assist with implementing a health
curriculum for after-school programs.

New administrator
addresses luncheon
crowd

“The CATCH program contains the necessary
components to support healthy behaviors
in children,” Vander Werf said, listing
nutrition education, guided activities and
family support materials as examples.

Keri Becker, new associate athletic director/
senior woman administrator, told a luncheon
crowd that in her short 45-day tenure on
campus she likes what she sees.

Nursing students have been heavily involved
in planning CATCH, providing orientation
and going to various pilot schools to teach
children exercises and healthy eating habits.
“The children were fully engaged, stated they
were having fun and enjoyed the activities,
retained nutrition information taught, and
parents said their children were bringing
home information,” Vander Werf said.

Becker gave the keynote address at the annual
Fall Welcome, hosted by the Women’s
Commission September 22 in the Kirkhof
Center.
“I’m still in the learning phase but I’m going to
give you my take on Grand Valley from what
I’ve seen in 45 days,” Becker said. “I love it,
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
Grand Valley named Best College Buy

continued from page 1
not because of what it
is, but what it can be.”

For the 16th year in a row, Grand Valley has been named one of America’s
100 Best College Buys by Institutional Research and Evaluation, Inc.
in Georgia.

Becker was hired in
early August. She had
served as head softball
coach and senior woman
administrator at Ferris
State University.
She suggested that Grand
Valley can shape its next
50 years by working closely
Photo by Amanda Pitts
with advocacy groups like
the Women’s Commission. Keri Becker, new athletics administrator,
addresses the audience at the Women’s
“We need to push the
Commission Fall Welcome.
limits and include other
groups in the conversation
— LGBT, people of color, people with disabilities,” Becker said.

Each year, Institutional Research identifies the 100 American
colleges and universities providing students the very highest quality
education at the lowest cost. Grand Valley has made the list far more
times than any other Michigan institution; authors of the report say
it is because of Grand Valley’s high academic performance coupled
with its low cost. No other state public institution made the list.
The average GPA for incoming freshmen at Grand Valley for Fall 2010 was
3.53, compared to the national average of 3.31, according to Institutional
Research.

Angus gets presidential visit

Comments sought for college’s
accreditation review
The College of Education is scheduled for an accreditation review
in February by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education. Public comment is sought on the college’s qualifications.
The college invites interested parties to submit written comment to:
Board of Examiners, NCATE, 2010 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Suite 500,
Washington, DC 20036-1023.
Or comments can be sent via email to callforcomments@ncate.org.
Comments must address substantive matters related to the quality of
Grand Valley’s professional education programs, and should specify
the party’s relationship to the institution. Copies of all correspondence
received by NCATE by November 1 will be submitted to the College of
Education prior to the February review. Anonymous comments
will not be accepted.

President Thomas J. Haas accompanies 22 students aboard the D.J.
Angus research vessel in Grand Haven on September 23. The fifth grade
students from Dutton Christian Schools collected and analyzed data
from Lake Michigan. The D.J. Angus, celebrating its 25th anniversary, is
a research and education vessel operated by the Annis Water Resources
Institute. Nearly 132,000 students and others have experienced the
Great Lakes and adjoining waters through the hands-on science
program.

FORUM

Politicians visit campus

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Web: www.gvsu.edu/forum.

U.S. Rep. Justin Amash and U.S. Sen. Carl
Levin visited Grand Valley to talk with
students about jobs and the economy.
Amash spoke to about 50 students on
September 26 in the Kirkhof Center and
Levin addressed about 80 students on
September 27 in Lake Huron Hall.
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Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
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video features.
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Both politicians spoke about Social
Security and the economy before fielding
questions about gas prices, jobs, alternative
energy and conflicts in the Middle East.
Amash, a freshman Republican, told
students his No. 1 priority is a balanced
budget amendment to the constitution
that would base federal spending on an
average of the last three years of revenue.
“I have been talking with Republicans
and Democrats and I’m confident we’re
going to get more Democrats on board
with this proposal,” said Amash. He also
told students the federal debt impacts
their generation more than any other.
Levin told students reducing government
debt is nothing new and that the best
approach includes a mixture of reduced
spending and additional revenue. “We
have a history of deficit reduction; we’ve
done it a number of times including
during the Reagan and Clinton years,” said
Levin. “It was about half and half — half
additional revenues, half spending cuts.”

Photos by Amanda Pitts (top) and Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Michigan lawmakers Justin Amash, top, and Carl Levin talk
with students during separate visits to campus last week.
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What’s Ahead
President to hold
virtual office hours
President Thomas J. Haas will hold his first
virtual office hours of the 2011-2012 academic
year on Wednesday, October 5, from 2:30-4 p.m.
The online program allows students, faculty
and staff members to send an email to Haas
and chat or ask questions pertaining to the
university. The discussions are available only to
the campus community, and users will need to
login with Novell usernames and passwords.
To participate, visit www.gvsu.edu/
virtualofficehours.

Depression screenings
held on campus
The Counseling and Career Development
Center will participate in National Depression
Screening Day on Thursday, October 6, by
hosting confidential screenings on campus.
The anonymous screenings will be held at
the following locations:
• Campus Recreation Center, 4-6 p.m.
• Counseling Center, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
• Kirkhof Center lobby, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences lobby,
10-noon
• DeVos Center Building C, 9 a.m.-noon
• North C Living Center, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Online screenings are also available at
www.gvsu.edu/counsel. For more information,
call the center at x13266.

Writers Series
features Amend
Fiction writer Allison Amend will give a free
public reading Thursday, October 6, from
4-5:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room
2250, as part of the GVSU Writers Series.
After graduating from Stanford University
with a degree in Comparative Literature,
Amend earned a MFA from the University
of Iowa Writers’ Workshop.
Amend is the author of the IPPY Awardwinning short story collection, Things That

Pass for Love,
and the historical
novel, Stations
West, which
was a finalist for
the Sami Rohr
Prize and the
Allison Amend
Oklahoma Book
Award. Visit her
website at www.allisonamend.com.

He directs the initiative Promoting Equity
in Urban and Higher Education, funded by
the Ford Foundation, at the University of
Michigan’s National Center for Institutional
Diversity.

For more information about the presentation,
contact Caitlin Horrocks, assistant professor
of writing, at x13411.

Women’s Center begins
anniversary lecture series

He is an expert in the history of American
education, including the history of high
schools, reform movements, progressive
education and testing. Reese is the author of
America’s Public Schools: From the Common
School to ‘No Child Left Behind,’ among
other books.

To celebrate its 10th anniversary this year, the
Women’s Center will host a series of speakers
noted for their activism for gender justice.

For more information about the conference,
contact Paul Murphy or Doug Montagna
in the history department at x13298.

Gail Griffin kicks off the series with a
presentation on Thursday, October 6, at 6 p.m.
in the Kirkhof Center, room 2250.

PAS students sponsor
5k run/walk

Griffin is a professor of English at Kalamazoo
College and author of The Events of October:
Murder-Suicide on a Small Campus. The
book details the aftermath when, in 1999, a
student shot his girlfriend then himself.

A group of physician assistant studies
students are sponsoring a 5k run/walk to raise
money for Oasis of Hope, a Grand Rapids
clinic that provides care and education for
people who don’t have health insurance.

More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/
women_cen. The lecture is free and open to
the public.

Running for Hope is set for Saturday, October 8,
beginning at 11 a.m. on the Allendale Campus,
starting near the Cook Carillon Tower.

History conference
theme: education

Registration will run from 9:30-10:45 a.m. on
race day. The 5k walk is a noncompetitive event.

The proliferation of educational testing and
the crisis in funding for higher education
are just two of the hot issues to be addressed
at the 37th annual Great Lakes History
Conference, at Grand Valley. This year 25
panels will be presented by local historians,
area academics, and national experts, under
the theme of “Education and Society.”

William Reese, from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, is the keynote speaker
during the luncheon Saturday, October 8,
at 12:30 p.m.

For more information, send an email to
rpc.gvsu.pa@gmail.com or visit Facebook and
search “Running for Hope.” The event is
sponsored by the RPC Student Physician
Assistant Society.

Fall Career Fair set
for DeVos Place

The conference, October 7-8, will be held
at the Eberhard Center. All events are open
to the public, with a full schedule and
registration at www.gvsu.edu/history. An
RSVP is required to attend the Saturday
luncheon. The conference is free to all Grand
Valley students, faculty and staff members.

Career Services will host its annual Fall Career
Fair on Tuesday, October 11, from 1-5 p.m.
at DeVos Place Convention Center.

Edward St. John, from the University of
Michigan, will present “The College Financial
Crisis: Finding Historical Perspective,” during
a plenary panel on Friday, October 7, at 1 p.m.

Pre-registration is not required; express checkin is available by providing a current resume.
More information and a list of employers
is online at www.gvsu.edu/careerfairs.

Fall Arts Celebration brings
contemporary Argentine art exhibit
While the Pew Grand Rapids Campus is the site of 30 outdoor
artworks as an ArtPrize Exhibition Center, a new exhibition will
begin on the Allendale Campus.
The Fall Arts Celebration presents “Arte Argentino Actual/
Contemporary Argentine Art” in the Art Gallery, Performing Arts
Center. An opening reception with the artists is planned for Thursday,
October 6, from 5-7 p.m. The exhibition continues through November 4.
The rich and diverse trends in contemporary South American art
will be reflected in this eclectic exhibition featuring paintings,
prints, photographs and sculptures by Argentine artists Juan Batalla,
Daniel Barreto, Pedro Cugnasco, Gretchen Minnhaar and others.
Grand Valley has an established relationship with Batalla, a sculptor
who works with wood, rubber, plastics and paint, and his colleague

All college students and professionals with
degrees can attend and meet more than
120 employers.

Barreto, a mixed-media artist. Several
pieces of their work are in Grand
Valley’s galleries and collections.
Among them is Batalla’s “Aeromante,”
which is located in the DeVos
Center. Batalla and Barreto
traveled from Argentina and bring
new works to the exhibition.
‘Aeromante,’ by Juan Batalla is
Cugnasco works in a variety
among the works in the Fall Arts
of media, including digital
Celebration art exhibit.
photography, with very intricate
detail. Minnhaar, who lives and
works in Grand Rapids, has melded her architectural training into
her artwork, noted for its vibrant colors and subjective perspectives.

This exhibition will be enhanced and supported with a series
of music, dance, film, video and visiting artists programs
throughout October. For details, visit www.gvsu.edu/artgallery.
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Art Gallery
Oct. 6–Nov. 4
Gallery Hours: FAC Exhibition: Arte
Argentino Actual/Contemporary Argentine
Art Imagine Buenos Aires. Art Gallery,
PAC.

General Events

2:30-4 p.m.: President Haas’ Virtual Office
Hours. Visit www.gvsu.edu/virtualofficehours for information.
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival. “Syrian
Bride.” CDC.

Thurs., Oct. 6
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information.

Mon., Oct. 3

10 a.m.-1 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinics. FH.

8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series: Annette-Barbara
Vogel, violin, and Daniel Sweaney, viola.
1325 PAC. Call x13484 for information.

4 p.m.: Writers Series hosts Allison Amend.
2250 KC. Call x13411 for more information.

Tues., Oct. 4
8:30 a.m.: Excellence Series: “DiSC for
Supervisors,” by Jerry Conrad. 2263 KC.
Call x12215 for more information.
10 a.m.-1 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinics. DEV C.
1 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival: “The Spring
of Arab Culture.” 102 HRY. Call x18110 for
more information.
2 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: “Tres
Vidas: Three Legendary Latin American
Women.” CDC. Call x12177 for more information.
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival. “Rana’s
Wedding.” CDC.

Wed., Oct. 5
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

5 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration Event. Opening
Reception for Argentine Art. Art Gallery,
PAC. Call x12563 for more information.
6 p.m.: Women’s Center 10th Anniversary
Speaker Series: “The Events of October:
Murder-Suicide on a Small Campus,” by
Gail Griffin. 2250 KC. Call x12748 for more
information.
7 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival. “Captain
Abu Raed.” CDC.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival production,
“Twelfth Night.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for
ticket information.
9 p.m.: Middle East Film Festival. “Salaam
Band.” CDC.

Fri., Oct. 7
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinics.
HOL.

Noon: Lunchtime Sustainability
Conversations: “To Hell with
Sustainability,” by Colin Beavan. 1142 KC.
Call x17366 for more information.
1 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference Panel
Discussion. EC. Call x13298 for more information.
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone hosts
“Talent Exists: Sprinters Break 10-Year
Rule,” by Mike Lombardo. 308 PAD.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival production,
“Twelfth Night.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for
ticket information.

Sat., Oct. 8
11 a.m.: RPC Student Physician Assistant
Society hosts, “Running for Hope” 5K Run/
Walk. Cook Carillon Tower. Registration
begins at 9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference
Luncheon. EC.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival production,
“Twelfth Night.” LAT, PAC.

Sun., Oct. 8
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival production,
“Twelfth Night.” LAT, PAC.

Sports
Sun., Oct. 8
1 p.m.: Swimming hosts Blue and White
Intrasquad Meet.

Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Fridays.
120 LOH. Call x12774 for information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Gustavo Rotondaro, interim director of the
Community Research Institute, was
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business
Journal for a story about mortgage
foreclosure statistics.

Sketches
Akalu Tefara, associate professor of
mathematics, co-wrote an article,
“Combinatorial and Automated Proofs of
Certain Identities,” published in the
Electronic Journal of Combinatorics.
Brian J. Bowe, visiting assistant professor of
communications, gave a presentation, “Social
Media, Cyber-Dissent, and Constraints on
Online Political Communication in
Repressitarian Central Asia,” at the Central
Eurasian Studies Society Conference
held at Ohio State University.

Michael Moody, chair for Family Foundations
and Philanthropy, gave a presentation, “Can
Family Philanthropy Be Strategic
Philanthropy?” at the Indiana Grantmakers
Alliance conference.
Jeremy Pyne, GIS manager at the Community
Research Institute, collected data from West
Michigan to help WOOD-TV select a diverse
audience for a town hall meeting with Gov.
Rick Snyder.
Library faculty members Patricia Bravender
and Valeria Long co-wrote an article, “Weeding
an Outdated Collection in an Automated
Retrieval System,” published in Collection
Management.
Sue Jensen, associate professor of nursing,
was elected to the board for the Commission
for Case Manager Certification executive
committee for 2011-2012. She has served
as a CCMC commissioner since 2009.

TRiO Upward Bound and Educational
Support programs each received operational
grants from the U.S. Department of Education.
Michelle Burke, associate director for
Student Life; Rachel Becklin, assistant
director for Career Services; and Jeff
Mutch, coordinator for the Community
Service Learning Center, gave a presentation,
“Utilizing College Student Interns to Achieve
Your Communications Goals,” at the West
Michigan Public Relations Society of America
workshop for nonprofit professionals.
Beth Macauley, associate professor of
allied health sciences, gave a presentation,
“International Overview of Hippotherapy/
Therapeutic Riding Published Research,”
at the Horses and Humans International
Research Forum in Lexington, Kentucky.

